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politics. It starts with African Stu-
dents Association, and there are 50 of
them, and it ends with Zeitgeist. And
in the middle of that you will see the
Identifying as M.E., the Multi-Ethnics.
That is one of my favorites. They could
not come up with a label, so they
called themselves Multi-Ethnics.

But you have Amnesty International,
Asian Pacific American Awareness Co-
alition, Benefiting the Education of
Latinas in Leadership Academics and
Sisterhood, Black Graduate Student
Association; and before you can get
there, you need to be part of the Black
Student Alliance, the Brazilian-Por-
tuguese Association, the French Club,
the Iowa State Ukrainian Club, the
Japanese Association, the Kenya Stu-
dents Association, Latino Heritage
Month. The list goes on and on and on,
Mr. Speaker, 50 strong, identity poli-
tics, all of them viewing themselves as
somehow disenfranchised, not having
the same kind of access or the same
kind of privileges or opportunities or
rights maybe as someone else. Except
for those that identify themselves as
the Identifying as M.E., which stands
for Multi-Ethnic. So they finally found
one that was generic.

Perhaps I fit in there also, Mr.
Speaker. But I thought, well, that is
Iowa State and they are a Midwestern
fairly conservative institution.

So what about Berkeley? So we typed
in Berkeley and did a little search on
student organizations there. The Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, they
came up with 118 of these identity poli-
tics groups on campus there.

We are using up our resources sup-
porting organizations that are designed
to identify the differences in us, not
the commonalities, designed to divide
us, not to pull us together, Mr. Speak-
er. And it is in the end going to pull us
apart, pull us irrevocably apart, if we
do not pull ourselves together and pro-
vide for some cultural continuity.

So I will submit, Mr. Speaker, that
we need to establish English as the of-
ficial language of the United States.
We need to stand up together and say,
enough of this identity politics, enough
of this division politics, enough of the
idea that you cannot be an American
unless somehow you are part of this
beautiful multicultural mosaic with a
particular identifier on you.

It was good enough for Teddy Roo-
sevelt to be just an American. In fact,
he insisted upon it, Mr. Speaker. And I
insist upon it as well, that we must
pull together in that fashion. And if we
fail to stay in touch with our Constitu-
tion, with our history, with our com-
monalities, if we fail to pull together
in the same harness, Mr. Speaker, then
shame on us. This country will be
weaker; and this country, in fact, may
not survive the attacks that are upon
it.

So, rather than go into the balance of
the solutions for America, Mr. Speak-
er, I just would conclude with this,
that they are doing great work in Iraq.
We are committed there. We must fol-
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low through and finish the task, what-
ever it takes. We have the resolve to do
that.

We are watching as millions pour
across our Southern border, and we are
establishing some policy here in this
city over the next few weeks that will
establish the destiny of America. If we
do not have the will to establish our
border and control our border, we can-
not be a Nation, if we let people come
into America illegally and then they
are the ones that are establishing our
immigration policy, not us here in this
Congress.

The Constitution gives Congress the
authority, Congress the responsibility,
to establish immigration law. We need
to do that. We need to do that after a
national debate.

But we will hear story after story
after story of how people have put
down their roots and now we cannot
ask them to go back. But I will submit,
Mr. Speaker, that what we need to do
is seal the border, build a fence to do
that, build it as tight as we need to to
make it effective. We need to end
birthright citizenship that is creating
these anchor babies.

We need to shut off the jobs magnet
by applying employer sanctions, by
passing my legislation, which is called
New IDEA, H.R. 3095, which is the New
Illegal Deduction Elimination Act,
that lets the IRS remove the deduct-
ibility of wages and benefits paid to
illegals. When that happens, it will
take the cost of a wage from, say, a $10
wage to an illegal, by the time the tax-
able component are factored in, take it
on up to $16 an hour. That gives the
American a chance to do the work or
someone on a legal green card, rather
than someone who is here illegally.

This is the United States of America,
Mr. Speaker. We need to stand on de-
fending our borders. We need to seal
the border. We need to build a fence.
We need to end birthright citizenship.
We need to shut off the jobs magnet,
pull ourselves together as a Nation in
unity, and people will go back home
when their job opportunities start to
dry up here. We will not have to make
that decision for them. The decision
will be made. They got here on their
own. They can go back on their own. It
is not a matter of trying to deport 12
million or 22 million people.

But I would submit, Mr. Speaker,
that if the Senate passes and this
House should pass and the President
should sign a guest worker program
that might well have 22 million people
who have a fast track to citizenship,
they will also be able to invite in their
immediate family. If each one of them
invites just simply four of their imme-
diate family in, a father, a spouse, and
a couple of children, just four, that
means 88 million new ones that are not
calculated here. Add that to the 22 mil-
lion or so that are here, and you have
the entire population of Mexico
brought into the United States in a
single generation. If that is our intent,
we ought to have the will to stand on
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the floor of this Congress, Mr. Speaker,
and say so, rather than do this in some
kind of way that opens the gate and
lets the American people find out
about it after it is too late.

With that, I thank the Speaker for
his indulgence.

THE 30-SOMETHING WORKING
GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOHMERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) is
recognized until midnight as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
once again, it is an honor to address
the House; and, as you know, we are
here once again with our 30-Something
Working Group.

I am so glad to be joined here tonight
by my good friend and colleague, Mr.
BILL. DELAHUNT, who is part of the
something of the 30-Somethings. I will
be joining him soon come September.
Also, Mr. RYAN from the great State of
Ohio has joined us tonight; and others
will be joining us as we work on the
issues that the American people really
care about.

As you know, here in the 30-Some-
thing Working Group, Mr. Speaker, we
come to the floor to not only share
with the Members but also with the
American people on what is going on
here under the Capitol dome and also
what is not going on. I think the whole
reason why we come to the floor is to
be able to share not only what Demo-
crats are doing here under the dome.
Sometimes we are able, when we are
lucky, Mr. Speaker, to get some Mem-
bers on the Republican side of the aisle
to come and work on some of the issues
that we are working on, issues that we
care about not as Democrats but as
Members of Congress, what we should
be doing to make sure we spend the
taxpayers’ dollars wisely.

This is happening time after time
again as we look at this whole issue of
price gouging, as we look at oil prices.
On the Democratic side of the aisle,
not 2 months ago, not 3 months ago,
not even 4 months ago, but last year
the Democrats on this floor, and prior
to last year, have had amendment after
amendment shot down by the Repub-
lican majority who have been hand in
hand with the oil companies that have
been standing with them and making
sure that they had a bill, an energy
bill, that they felt comfortable with,
from the beginning to the end, to the
well-documented strategy meetings in
the White House with the Vice Presi-
dent. And this is not what I am saying.
This is what the news reports have
said, and this is what the White House
has admitted to and oil companies have
admitted to, that they had an oppor-
tunity to sit down and outline the en-
ergy policy in this country that would
benefit them.

When we had legislation on the floor
that we will be pointing out here to-
night, third-party validators out of the



